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Note on the paintings of the 


o n Insects of San Domingo, executed by 

Ufl 11 U. de Rabie, between 1770 & 1784 


Among other valuable books recently purchased by Dr Casey 
’7ood for the Blacker library of Zoology of McGill Universityjwere a set of 
four volumes or albums of paintings of the Nat History of San Domingo, 

^est Indies by M. de Rabie *, and^by the courtesy of the Librarian I am 
priveleged to shew the remarkably fine paintings e ; V en before the 

Librarian himself has seen them. One vol. comprises the Birds, one 
the Pishes, one the Fruits, and the one before you on the Insects and a 
few Shells. 

Of the artist,I cannot at present tell you much, but will 
read the few words written by some one through whose habds the volume has 
passed, from the title page. 

The Bird volume at some not distant date ms in the hands 
of the Smithsonian Inst at Washington, for Dr Wood sent over a letter Onion? 
Prof A. Wetmore, Asst. Secretary wrote to him dated 1.4th February of thi 3 
year discussing the matter of writing up an article for some of the Orn¬ 
ithological Papers calling attention to these unpublished illustrations, 
'fter stating that while at Washington, photographic copies were made of * 
the plates, Prof Wetmore said that he had started to write a paper for 
"Tne Auk", and that he had found that there ms a xafaxsxeAxfca mention of 
Rabie in Moreau de Saint Meres -Description de la partie Francis l‘ial* 
Saint Doaingue* Vol 1, 1797 pages 330, 337, and 424, where there is veri¬ 
fication of the statement that he was chief engineer of the northern 
section and his name is given as the one responsible for plans for a 








fountain at Cap Haytien and sore other similar construction®. 

ThS 0arliest ref ” er -ce to Mm dates back to 1754, He did rot begin bis ■ 

paintings in til 1"70 or 1771 , , 0 appasentlj^nade this a pastime of bis 
later IJJears " 


1 had hopeo that Mr Mousley would have brought these 
pictures to your attention instead of myself as he could hate said much 

about fhe Birds and something of the Jrtting Plants, but illness has 
isaae this impossible, so I have been devoting a little while each day k, 
going over the Insect pictures, marvelling at their accuracy and perfection, 
ir, detail and colouration, -the q oai„t Prench names.some of which Rabie 
undoubtedly coined while others were evidently names current on the Island 
The pictures of Imagoes at beginning of the book were evidently numbered 
arc arrangeo by the Artist, hut those further of and the meet important 
are those in which the life history is illustrated and these are nearly 

al i^ 1 S,llrii a J 9d a r d ° ften X ear l Htl * notes, which one can only wish 

were more ^lengthy ^ 13 ^X, > ^ 

- y ‘A * looking over such notes one almost Invariably 

finds useful or curious information and these insect notes prove no 

exception, for example Prof Wetmore can only find reference to Rabie 

being in San Domingo as early as 1754 but if we read the legend on the 

sketch of Saitha we read that lit was 40 years prior to date he found & 

christened this bug -De Trompe- that he arrived , which fixes the date at 
1^44 (mors or less ). 

To shew these paintings here allowing them to speak for 
themselves is easy, but to prepare an article that will be readable as well 
as historical seems much more difficult, and I am rather in doubt as to 
Which or our Ent. Journals to publish the notes>en completed. !f Dr 

get 0d onT:f h £ s e friends to°\u 1 In^ t :o\LTserL 0 s U ‘in^l^^f 8 th “ he 

I 14 90 IS. - 


